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residing in Sidon. Their rule lasted from about 540
to 351 B.C., when Sidon was utterly destroyed by fire,
through the treachery of the Sidonian king, Tennes, who
was slain by Artaxerxes III, called Oehus. The coin
appears, from its style, to be earlier than the reign of
Tennes, whose coins are figured in M. Babelon's work on
the coins of the Phoenicians. The story of the fall of
the city is told by Diodorus Siculns (xvi. 40-44).

The weakness of the Persian rule had caused the
Phoenicians to think it possible to shake off their yoke,
and four thousand Greek mercenaries were hired by the
Sidonians to assist them. From the style of the coin it
was probably issued between 405 and 380 B.C., and the
Semitic character of the reverse type is what we might
expect from the Phoenicians or Philistines of Gaza after
they had given up issuing coins in imitation of the
Athenian " owls," when the naval power of Athens was
broken in 404 B.C.

The Phoenicians and Philistines, however, were still
under the influence of Greek art, and hence we see the
curious and interesting combination of Greek and Semitic
ideas in the type. Gaza was apparently not taken
from the Persians until Alexander the Great besieged
the city.

THE LEGEND.

If it were not for the legend irv the type would be
looked upon as a barbaric imitation of Greek ideas, but
the legend seems to point to a Semitic meaning attached
to the type. It is especially interesting as suggesting
that the identification of Zeus with Jehovah was recog-
nized about two hundred years before 168 B.C., when
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